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     Navigate                 Serve           Engage            Worship 

Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 

CTL News, September 20, 2015 

 

Sunday Coffee and Donut Fellowship  Join us in the Gathering Area between services 

Little Sunbeams Child Development Center 
Spaghetti Supper 

 

Tuesday - September 22,  6:00 pm in the Life Center  

Tickets: $7.00 adults, $5.00 children under 12  
 

An evening of yummy food and fellowship to support the ministry of 

Little Sunbeams as they start a new school year! Live music provided 

by Central’s wonderful musical talent!  

(Tickets on sale in the Gathering Area TODAY) 

Find out more about 

Little Sunbeams at 

www.littlesunbeams.org 

Special Church Conference Tuesday, September 29, 5:30 pm in the Life Center.   

A called Church Conference to vote on the new recommended church governance 

model.  To see documents related to the new governance model, visit CentralToLife.org  

and click on Upcoming Events.  Questions or Concerns? Send an email to 

info@centraltolife.org and we’ll do our best to get an answer back to you. 

In his book Amusing Ourselves to Death, Neil Postman describes the transcripts of 

the Lincoln—Douglas presidential debates in the mid-nineteenth century.  In 

these debates both Lincoln and Douglas presented well thought out, detailed and 

extremely long arguments about their political positions on the topics of the day.  

Postman compares these speeches to the kind of culture that we live in today that 

is based on snippets and text messages and tweets of 140 characters.  Postman 

argues that we no longer have the ability to pay attention long enough to engage 

in long thoughts and detailed analysis.   
 

I offer these thoughts this morning as we turn to Jesus’ conversation with the 

religious elites of his day in John 8.  Here we find what we might call a theological/political debate 

about Jesus’ identity and personality.  At the end of the conversation Jesus makes it clear that when 

he says “I am…” he means that he is more than even Father Abraham.  Needless to say that Jesus’ 

words spark a heated response.   
 

Identity is not neutral.  The choices we make as individuals and as a congregation indicate who we 

are, what we value and what we believe in.  Identity is an expression of everything that we hold 

sacred.  As individuals we make choices regarding our identity all the time; how we spend our money, 

how we dress, how we care for ourselves, etc.  As a congregation we do the same thing: our budget, 

our governance, our worship, our outreach all speak to us about identity.  In this season of decision 

making in the church, I hope that we are all praying for wise discernment and prayerful choices about 

our identity.  In the end it is my prayer that when we say “I am” as individuals and a congregation we 

can finish the sentence by saying “I am faithful.”   

THE SHARP POINT 
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Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Mary Lust at maryr@centraltolife.org. 

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

Living the Life: Living in the Word 

Worship 8:30 & 11:00am Classic, Sanctuary; 9:45am New Day Contemporary, Life Center  

 Community of Hope 1:00pm, South Lawn 

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

Church Staff                        Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Mary Chavez Lust, Director of Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Scott Zila, Facility Superintendent 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Youth Ministries (Students 6th grade to 12th grade) 
 

Sunday School: 9:45-10:55am. 
 

Youth Group: We’re off and running…..September 20th 

and 27th Youth group will be meeting in the Life Center 

from 4pm -7pm.  We will enjoy epic games, fellowship, 

book studies and more.  This week kids are asked to bring 

a box of their favorite cereal for “Breakfast for Dinner”.  

Hope your youth can join us.  Questions can be directed to 

Kathy Gough at knsgough@gmail.com.  

Children’s Ministries Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at 
the church office or via email at kellyb@centraltolife.org.  
 

Sunday School 9:45 -10:45am, 4 yr olds - 5th grade. 

Learning through games, crafts, music,  and storytelling. 

Coming Up for Fall  

 October 31st, 12:00-2:00pm: TOTNOTS 

 November 29th, 9:45-10:45am: Advent Celebration 

 December 13th, Time TBA: Family Christmas Musical 

Central United Methodist Women  
 

LAST SUNDAY TO REGISTER!  Don't miss the half-day 

Spiritual Retreat to be held Saturday, September 26, at 

the Canossian Spirituality Center, 5625 Isleta Blvd. 

SW.  Time: 9:00 - 3:00, with Holy Communion at 

2:30.  Leader: The Rev. Janet Norden.  ALL WOMEN ARE 

WELCOME.  You need not be a member of CUMW to 

attend.  $20 includes lunch.  Get your registration form 

and directions in the gathering area TODAY!  Or contact 

Carol Smith at 298-4898 or 19carolsmith24@comcast.net. 
 

 

Central United Methodist Men’s Fall Conference 

Sacramento Methodist Assembly, September 25-27   

“Reaching Every Man”  

(UMM version of the Man in the Mirror course,  

No Man Left Behind).  

The leader and primary speaker will be Rev. Mark 

Lubbock, a certified men’s ministry specialist from the 

General Commission on United Methodist Men. Contact 

Ed Vigil at 221-0041 for additional information or 

registration forms.  Join us for an uplifting & rewarding 

weekend.  

Adult Ministries Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at the 

church office or send an email to kellyb@centraltolife.org;  

or check out www.CentraltoLife.org, Navigate, Adult 

Ministries.  
 

 Sundays: Adult Sunday School classes meet at 9:45am.  

There are a variety of classes to choose from.  

 Weekdays: Three small study groups to choose from: 

Monday night, Wednesday or Friday mornings.  

CUMC Foundation Meeting: You are invited to attend 

the Annual CUMC Foundation Membership meeting at 

12:30 PM on Sunday, October 18 in room 311. 

Electronic Giving ...A Greener Approach to Giving!  

Electronic giving provides much-needed donation 

consistency for our congregation. An added benefit of 

electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. 

Paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of 

actions an  individual can take to improve the 

environment. Check out the Give page at CentraltoLife.org 

and sign up to give electronically today!  
 

Questions? Contact Mary Lust at maryr@centraltolife.org.  
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